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organization which
supports the needs of
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To Succeed!

medically and physi
challenged children in
Delaware. We exist to in-
crease lifestyle opportuni-
ties and quality of life for
recipients by providing
equipment and/or services
that would not otherwise
be affordable.
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We are working 1o become
* a lax-cxempt organization so
any donations made can be
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Kaitlin's
Story
By

Jim Bell

OII June 6, 1994,
in Seaford, DE, Kaitlin Marie Bell began her
journcy in life. She was precious and beautiful,
and holding her for the fiest lime was (he best
experience I've ever had,  In October, she
moved with mom and dad to Chio.  She grew
and developed as any normal, intelligent child,
Her first birthday was celebrated with style.
Her family members and all who loved her
werc there. None of us knew that her life (aod
ours) was about to be changed forever,

Less than onc month latcr, on July 12,
1995, shc was involved in a serious car
accident that took the life of her mother.
Kaitlin suffered a severe head injury and was
fown to Children's Hospital in Columbus, OIL
By the time T reached Kaitlin, she was in a
comi.

From that day on, I never left her side, She
needed her dad and | needed ber just as much,
As the days went by I could do nothing except
think of Kaitlin and what T could do 1o help.
her-and 1 was helpless. All I could do was wait

Issue No. 1

and hope.

Unfortunately, every discussion with 1l
physicians becamé increasingly morc gris
Her brain was swollen for days before it
finally bogan to diminish. As the swelling
subsided, she was able to be taken off the
ventilator. Finally she opened her cyes, and [
kncw that she would never be the same again
She was moved Lo a regular room soon after
that.

Two weeks after her accident 1 received
more bad news. Part of her brain was
protruding through one of the many fractures
in her skull and she required surgery. The
surgery was successful, but there was still a lof
of fluid on her brain. With every CAT scan
more damage was discovered. Several woeks
later it was decided that she needed another
surgery. She had severe reflux of her stomach
conténts and required a G-tube for feoding,

Mow Kaillin was ready for rchab.  Her
ehab consisted of 6 1/2 months in 5 different
facilities. 1 refused to give up hope and stayed
with her ¢very step of the way.  She received
2 more surgerics to drain the fluid from her
brain along the way.  Each time | could see
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