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Onr Vice President, Teisha M.

Bell, has graduated with a
degree in Respiratory Care,
and is now a Certified
Respiratory Therapi:
Kudos, Tetsha!
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| child, you could p.imum

IF you were lucky, cnaugh
to have a “normal E

"
this at a local depart-
ment stare for around $100.00
or less  But if you have a

handicapped ehild, you'd pay
around $2000.00,

Often insurance companies
deny coverage for items thul 1
child with disabilitios needs.
Whether these items are “nec-

we can't do it without help
from people like you

isabi
50 0 y
join the Fanily on 2 twip to the.
Tocal purk ar mall. It may pro-
vide a car seat, or a walker, or
another piece of equipment
the incurance company has
16 pay for. To expeet
mc familics of these chiliren
o

that child in.
tivity, dossn't mm-.mne-

lems necessary 1 mike & pro-
found difference in that child’s

life - and their fumily's. But

Equipment for a new baby or
twiddler can be expensive for @
family. Cribs, strollers and car
seats cost aboul $100 or more;
highchairs can run $75 or more,
These costs can seem high, but
in all likelihood the infant or
tddler will evenwally develop
and improve their physical abil-
ities 5o that they no longer need

ial” equipment.

not the case for
disabilities.
Plyy ments make it
difficult for them to develop the
strength and control needed 1o
sit, stand, or walk independent-
" equipment is
needed 1o help children with
disabilities and their families IO
accomplish regula, daily acti

ties thar we take for nmnred
Unfornately, the cost nr this
type of adaptive equipment far
exceeds the costs listed above.
Insurance may pay for somc
equipment but often deny cov-
erage for items that are critical-
ly nccd«\ for families tw fune-
don, The costs can be high:
wheelchair ramps - $400, spe-

y for these items out of
packet s impossible. These
familics bave endured hard-
ships that we, as_parents of
wormal, healthy” children.
"y e hey have
ied both emezionally
jally, and will con-

Sharon Swift

cial bath chairs - $300-8600,
adapted strollers - 52000,
adapted toilets - S700, adapted
car seats - $500, manual lifts -
$4000, home elevator lifts -

$18,000. For some children and
their families, the needs go on
and on,

These are items that families

will never need. However, for
children with disabilities, i
equipment allows them Lo func-
tion safely within their homes
and communitics. It is designed
to provide support where the
child needs il. The equipment
also allows the family members
or caregivers o assist the c!
safely and without hurting
themselves in the process.
Providing financial assistance
to help purchase needed cquip-
ment does help improve the
quality of life for both children
ith disabilities and their fami-

Debbie Kiser




